
‘If tolerance, respect and equity permeate family life, they will

translate into values that shape societies, nations and the world’

Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the United Nations 1997-2007

Tuesday 28th October 2008

9.30am to 4.30pm

Edinburgh Corn Exchange

10-11 New Market Road

Edinburgh EH14 1RJ

Parents as Partners Conference
Reaching families, engaging parents
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Being a parent is the most important job anyone will ever do in their lives –
it is also the most difficult.That’s why it’s crucial that parents get the support
they need when they need it.

Increasingly, prevention and early intervention are being heralded as the
way forward. How can services ensure that parents get help early and
prevent problems turning into crises?

Programme
9.30am Registration, tea and coffee

10.00am Welcome and introduction
Ruth Wishart, Chair, journalist and broadcaster

10.15am Family life in Scotland - Ipsos-MORI findings
Sara Davidson, Ipsos-MORI

10.35am Early intervention to support parents –
the Scottish Government’s approach
Adam Ingram, Minister for Children and Early Years

11.10am Tea and coffee

11.30am Getting it right for families – an English perspective
Mary MacLeod OBE, Family and Parenting Institute

12.00am Morning workshops
Choose one from morning sessions

1.00pm Lunch

1.45pm Getting in early – why it matters
Karyn McCluskey, Violence Reduction Unit

2.05pm Health visiting – a universal service for the future?
Dr Phil Wilson, Senior Research Fellow, University of Glasgow

2.30pm Underrepresented, invisible or service resistant?
Helen Barrett, International Attachment Network

3.00pm Tea and coffee

3.20pm Afternoon workshops
Choose from one afternoon session

4.20pm Summing up

4.30pm Close
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Morning workshops
Workshop 1
Engaging with fathers
Tom Carroll and John Docherty, One Parent
Families Scotland
When services talk about working with parents,
they generally mean mothers. Edinburgh Dads’
Worker,Tom Carroll and John Docherty, Fathers’
Worker at the Maddiston Family Centre will
look at how projects can engage fathers in
parenting work, barriers to participation, and
practical strategies for supporting fathers.

Workshop 2
Developing a local parenting strategy
Joanne Wright, Dumfries and Galloway Council
This workshop will provide information on
how Dumfries and Galloway has gone about
auditing its existing parenting services and
devising a parenting strategy to build on this
base, the complexities of multi-agency working
and the impacts on service provision.

Workshop 3
Parental involvement in children’s learning
Karen Buist and Mhairi McNeil, Scottish Network
for Parental Involvement in Children’s Learning
The Scottish Network for Parental Involvement
in Children’s Learning promotes, supports and
develops the involvement of parents and carers
in their children’s learning.This workshop will
examine how the Curriculum for Excellence will
impact on children’s learning and how schools
can involve parents in their children’s learning.

Workshop 4
Involving parents through health visiting
services
Facilitator tbc
Health visitors have provided universal
support and advice for parents and young
children. With the implementation of HALL4
and the review of community nursing
the role of the health visitor is changing:
practitioners discuss current practice in their
areas.

Afternoon workshops
Workshop 1
Teenage parents as peer educators
Scottish Marriage Care and One Parent
Families Scotland
The REACT project in Easterhouse, Glasgow
and the Respond project in Falkirk offer
young parents and teenagers relationships
support.This workshop will explore innovative
approaches to responding to the needs of
young parents and how to engage young
people themselves in the process.

Workshop 2
Engaging with homeless families
Shelter Scotland
The Shelter Families Project provides support
for homeless families with multiple and
complex needs.This workshop will look at
the development of preventative indicators

for working with homeless families and the
ongoing model of whole family support.

Workshop 3
Reaching parents with parenting
programmes
John Rogers, West Lothian Council
This workshop will consider how West
Lothian reaches family and parents with
Scottish parenting programmes,‘Mellow
Parenting’ and ‘Getting through the day’
and evaluate how the programmes
impact on parenting.

Workshop 4
Supporting families affected by substance
misuse
Adele Penfold, CHILDREN 1ST and Julie Boyle,
Aberlour Childcare Trust
Around 50,000 children in Scotland
are affected by a parent’s problem drug
use.This workshop will consider building
relationships with adult family members
while putting the needs of the child at the
heart of family life.
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